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Danielle Bellagamba-Oliveira', Gina Bellagamba' and Alfredo Rocchi?

' Rua Domingos de Almeida, 1580, Bairro Centro, CEP: 97501-600, Uruguaiana - RS, Brasil. Corresponding author: E-mail: danybdeo@hotmail.com

? Luis A. de Herrera 1831, CP 11600, Montevideo, Uruguai.

Received on 20 October 2012. Accepted on 4 June 2013.

ABSTRACT: First record of Rusty-backed Monjita Xolmis rubetra (Passeriformes: Tyrannidae) for Brazil. Three individuals
of the Rusty-backed Monjita (Passeriformes: Tyrannidae), a migratory species so far considered endemic to Argentina, were located
in open grasslands in the municipality of Uruguaiana on the western edge of Rio Grande do Sul, in August 2012. This is the first

record for the Brazilian territory.
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Three individuals of Xo/mis rubetra (Figure 1) were
sighted on August 15, 2012 in a typical rural property
(29058’47.77S; 56°28'45.9”W) in the municipality of
Uruguaiana, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. The birds were
feeding on the ground when felt the human presence
and gave brief flights, staying around for a few minutes
until they flew away. Several field trips were made to the
same site and nearby areas but the birds were not sighted
again. This is the first record of the species for the country
(CBRO 2011).

Photographs documenting this record have been
published at the WikiAves website (Oliveira 2012)
The species was identified based on the following
morphological characteristics: face and chest striated
with clear belly; back and sides of belly brown; wings
black, appearing predominantly white when the bird flies
(tertiary and upper coverts); dark tail rimmed with white
thread; and broad white eyebrow (Figure 2). Similar
looking Xolmis salinarum, considered a subspecies of X.
rubetra by some, is not migratory and has no streaks on
the face, neither brown on the side of the chest (De La
Pefia & Rumboll 1998).

Uruguaiana is located in extreme western of Rio
Grande do Sul (Brazil) on the border with Argentina, in
the geomorphological unit of the Parand Basin Plateau
(Herrmann & Rosa 1990). Climate is humid temperate
with winter and summer well defined. The relief has the
presence of flat and undulating grassy hills characterized
by herbaceous grassland vegetation.

X. rubetra was considered, until now, an endemic
species from Argentina (Narosky & Yzurieta 2010).
Records were obtained in the provinces of Cordoba,
Buenos Aires, Santa Fe (Marelli 1933, Tognelli 2001,
Mollo et al. 2010). Barattini (1945) cited X rubetra
for the Paisandd department, Uruguay, situated on the
banks of the Uruguay River and about 200 kilometers
to the south of Uruguaiana. However, due to the lack of
physical evidence and reliable information, the species
was not included in subsequent lists of birds of Uruguay
(Azpiroz 2003, Claramunt & Cuello 2004).

X rubetra presents migratory behavior, nesting
in southern Argentina (Narosky & Yzurieta 2003) and
migrating in winter to the northern provinces of the
country (De La Pefa & Rumboll 1998, Narosky &
Yzurieta 2010).

The time of record coincides with the winter
migratory behavior of the species, as observed with other
species with occasional occurrence in the western parte
of Rio Grande do Sul, and may be regular during the
winter with a small number of individuals. His occasional
occurrence may have gone unnoticed until now because
of the shortage of ornithologists and birdwatchers in the
region.

The species is called Monjita Castana in Spanish and
Rusty-backed Monjita in English. Considering that in
Brazil almost all species of the genus are called Noivinha
(“liccle bride”), we suggest the Portuguese name noivinha-
castanha for X. rubetra (Figure 1).
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FIGURE 1: Xolmis rubetra photographed in field on August 15, 2012 in the city of Uruguaiana, RS, Brazil.

FIGURE 2: Xolmis rubetra photographed in field on August 15, 2012 in the city of Uruguaiana, RS, Brazil.
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