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The Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo ventralis Gould) is 
a specialized raptor endemic to the temperate forest of 
southern South America (35 ° - 55 ° S) due to its high 
dependence of this type of environment for nesting (Clark 
1986, Trejo et al. 2006). Only 15 nests are reported for 
this species (Housse 1945, Behn 1947, Figueroa et al. 
2000, Rivas-Fuenzalida et al. 2011, Norambuena et al. 
2012), all of them built on tall trees (> 25m) in primary 
and secondary temperate forests or in exotic plantations 
of the monterey pine Pinus radiata surrounded by native 
forest (Rivas-Fuenzalida et al. 2011). In this paper we 
report a new nest and the first record of Rufous-tailed 
Hawk nesting on a rocky substrate.

On 2 November 2012 we recorded a pair of light-
morph Rufous-tailed Hawks nesting on the northern slope 
of the cerro Illi, municipality of Lago Ranco, southern 
Chile (40°16’S; 72°12’W, 150 m a.s.l.). The cerro Illi is 
a government property of ~ 1.750 ha, with elevations 
between 80 to 850 m a.s.l., mostly (60%) covered with 
primary temperate forest of coihue (Nothofagus dombeyi) 
and ulmo (Eucryphia cordifolia) and to a lesser extent (~ 
30%) by secondary forest of roble (Nothofagus obliqua), 
laurel (Laurelia sempervirens) and lingue (Persea lingue) 
and steep rocky outcrops (~10%) (CEA 2013). The nest 
was ~ 50 cm high and ~ 80 cm wide, built with fresh and 
dry branches of roble (Figure 1), on a small rocky ledge 
at ~ 30 m above the ground, on a rocky wall of ~ 120 m 
wide and ~ 40 m high. Above the nest (~ 3m) another 
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rocky ledge protected the nest from sunrays during the 
hottest hours. The rocky wall was in a highly altered 
ravine of native forest of roble, laurel and lingue, with 
emergent trees at the top of the wall, which were used as 
perch by the pair of Rufous-tailed Hawks. Nearby (~ 200 
m) at the foot of the ravine there was a meadow where the 
pair hunted. This pair started to nest in this site during 
the 2008-2009 breading season. Previously the rocky wall 
was occupied by a small colony (<5 pair) of black-faced 
ibises (Theristicus melanopis), which was displaced from 
the area by the pair of Rufous-tailed Hawks (M. Garcés 
pers. comm.).

During 12 hours of observation we recorded 
carrying of branches to the nest, four of these by the male 
and one by the female. From the behavior displayed by 
the pair (see Norambuena et al. 2012), we estimate that 
incubation was already in process, coinciding with the 
dates of incubation previously reported for the species 
(Housse 1945, Rivas-Fuenzalida et al. 2011, Norambuena 
et al. 2012). Incubation was done mainly by the female 
with short replacements (<10 min) by the male.

The absence of records of nesting on rocky substrate 
by the Rufous-tailed Hawk could be explained by the lack 
of surveys of this species in environments of the Andean 
Cordillera (see Rivas-Fuenzalida et al. 2011). Explanations 
for nest building on a rocky ledge by this pair are not 
mutually exclusive and may include: (a) an opportunistic 
response to tap a nest previously built by another bird, (b) 
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an adaptive response to avoid adverse weather conditions 
(i.e., strong wind, snow) in the high peaks of cerro Illi, 
or (c) a functional response for get food more quickly 
and effectively in areas of prairie nearest to the nest. 
However, additional information is needed to clarify 
and verify these explanations, and further exploration of 
this species in environments with rocky outcrops in the 
Andes are needed to understand the importance of these 
environments to the nesting of the Rufous-tailed Hawk.

aCKnowledgementS

We would like to express our thanks to the 
Project 3553-42-LE12 of the Ministerio de Bienes 
Nacionales de Chile and executed by the Centro de 
Estudios Agrarios y Ambientales CEA. AMP thanks the 
Dirección General de Investigación y Postgrado of the 
Universidad Católica de Temuco, Project DGIPUCT 
Nº CD 2010-01 and Project Mecesup UCT 0804. We 
also thank to Patricia Möller, Marilyn González and 
Rodrigo Santander for their cooperation in the fieldwork. 
HVN also thanks to the CONICYT-PCHA/Doctorado 
Nacional/2013-21130354 scholarship.

REFERENCES

Behn, F. 1947. Contribución al estudio de Buteo ventralis. Boletín de 
la Sociedad de Biología de Concepción, 22: 3-5.

Cea. 2013. Confección de un estudio de caracterización y guía de manejo 
para terreno fiscal con alto valor en biodiversidad en el sector cerro Illi 
comuna de Lago Ranco, región de los Ríos. Santiago. Ministerio de 
Bienes Nacionales, Centro de Estudios Agrarios y Ambientales, 
Informe Final.

Clark, w. S. 1986. What is Buteo ventralis? Birds of Prey Bulletin, 
3:115-118.

Figueroa, r. a.; Jiménez, J. e.; Bravo, C. a. & Corales, e. S. 2000. 
The diet of the Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo ventralis) during the 
breeding season in southern Chile. Ornitología Neotropical, 11: 
349-352.

housse, r. 1945. Las aves de Chile en su clasificación moderna, su vida 
y sus costumbres. Santiago: Ediciones de la Universidad de Chile.

norambuena, h. V.; raimilla, V. & Jiménez, J. e. 2012. Breeding 
behavior of a pair of Rufous-tailed Hawks (Buteo ventralis) in 
southern Chile. Journal of Raptor Research, 46: 211-215.

rivas-Fuenzalida, t.; medel, J. h. & Figueroa, r. 2011. 
Reproducción del Aguilucho de colarojiza (Buteo ventralis) en 
remanentes de bosque lluvioso templado de la Araucanía, sur de 
Chile. Ornitología Neotropical, 22: 405-420. 

trejo, a.; Figueroa, r. a. & alvarado, S. 2006. Forest-specialist 
raptors of the temperate forests of southern South America: a 
review. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia, 14: 317-330.

Associate Editor: Ivan Sazima

Figure 1. Nest of the Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo ventralis) on a rocky ledge, Lago Ranco, Southern Chile. November 2012.


